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Painting The Inland Rivers: Daven Anderson Exhibit

“Morning Mist,” watercolor and 
mixed media, depicting a scene at 
Lower Mississippi River Mile 174, by 
Daven Anderson.

By Heather Ervin
The St. Louis (Mo.) Mercantile Li-

brary at the University of Missouri-St. 
Louis is exhibiting painter Daven Ander-
son’s river artwork through March 27.

The collection, called “The Rivers: A 
Celebration of Life and Works on Amer-
ica’s Waterways,” depicts life on the in-
land waterways from on board towboats 
to views from the riverbanks. In addition 
to towboats, paintings include renderings 
of docks, shipyards, deckhands and recre-
ational activity out on the water. 

In Anderson’s book, which has the 
same name as his exhibit, Gary La-
Grange, former president of the Port of 
New Orleans, said he and the port were 
eager to support Anderson’s mission to 
capture the nation’s waterways. “We were 
more than happy to oblige when Daven 
approached us for a tour of our cargo fa-
cilities to get inspiration and subject mat-
ter for his exhibit,” said LaGrange. 

Anderson graduated from the Naval 

Academy at Annapolis, Md., and served 
for eight years aboard nuclear subma-
rines. A native of St. Louis, Anderson re-
turned to painting after 15 years in 2006 
when he moved to Chicago and won third 
place in a national exhibit of 165 paint-
ings. He’s been painting ever since. 

In addition to its stop in St. Louis, “The 
Rivers” exhibit will also be on display at the 
Channel Islands Maritime Museum in Ox-
nard, Calif., July 1 through September 30; 
the Evansville Museum of Arts, History & 
Science, Evansville, Ind., May 6 through 
July 15, 2018; and at the Erie Maritime 
Museum in Erie, Pa., on August 3 through 
October 27, 2018. Additional venues will 
be announced on Anderson’s website, 
www.davenanderson.com. 

Washington
(Continued from Page 3)

PORTS Caucus
Five port directors met in Washing-

ton, D.C., February 9 to discuss port 
funding and investment needs at an edu-
cational, staff-level briefing hosted by the 
Congressional PORTS (Ports Opportuni-
ty, Renewal, Trade and Security) Caucus 
on Capitol Hill.

Rep. Alan Lowenthal (D-Calif.), co-
chairman of the caucus, said ports are 
important to the United States because 
they “create jobs, economic growth and 
opportunity.” Lowenthal said that every 
congressional district in the country “is 
dependent on U.S. ports, from the prod-
ucts on store shelves to the technology in 
our living rooms. Ports allow businesses, 
large and small, access to markets around 
the world and the opportunity to grow 
and create new American jobs.”

Mark McAndrews, chairman of the 
American Association of Port Authori-
ties and director of the Port of Pasca-
goula, said that his colleagues and he 
“all run vastly different ports, in differ-
ent parts of the country, handling dif-
ferent cargo, but we have infrastructure 
in common. Ports are multimodal facili-
tators. We all deal with ships, trucks and 
trains.” McAndrews said that ports “fa-
cilitate the efficient movement of goods 
in the multimodal freight network and 
should be a part of any infrastructure 
package.”

Molly Campbell, director of the Port 
of New York/New Jersey (On-Dock Rail), 
said that major port authority capital in-
vestments “ensure that the Port of N.Y. 
and N.J. will remain a premier center for 
global trade in decades to come.” Among 
other things, Campbell said her agency 
“is exploring expanding the cross-harbor 
barge service to more efficiently move 
cargo for consumers east of the Hudson 
River.” She added that her 10-year agen-
cy-wide capital campaign, begun in 2014, 
“will invest $27.6 billion for our transpor-
tation infrastructure.”

Roger Guenther, executive director 
of the Port of Houston, discussing main-

tenance dredging challenges, noted that 
while Houston pays $75 million to $100 
million in harbor maintenance taxes, the 
port gets $30 million to $40 million, needs 
$50 million and has $85 million worth of 
work backlog.

Guenther reminded his audience that 
the Port of Houston is the No. 1 U.S. port 
in foreign waterborne tonnage, No. 1 in 
the U.S. Gulf Coast by TEU throughput, 
and home to the largest petrochemical 
complex in the world.

Focusing on the Great Lakes invest-
ment backlog was Rich Cooper, CEO of 
the Ports of Indiana.

Cooper’s list of necessary backlog work 
included harbor dredging, $200 million; 
breakwater and jetty repair, $250 million; 
St. Lawrence Seaway locks rehabilitation, 
$98.9 million; and Soo Locks rehabilita-
tion, $815 million.

Duane Kenagy, interim CEO of the 
Port of Long Beach (Calif.), pointed out 
that Long Beach “is the fastest, most di-
rect route from Asia to U.S. markets: 
From Shanghai to Chicago via water to 
Long Beach and rail to Chicago, 19 days; 
from Shanghai to Chicago via the Panama 
Canal and rail 30 days; from Shanghai to 
Chicago via water through the Suez Canal 
and rail, 36 days.

Harbor Maintenance Funding

In a letter signed January 31 by 52 
members of Congress, President Trump 
was urged to include in the FY 2018 bud-
get request the funding and estimates 
for harbor maintenance programs that 
are consistent with the Water Resourc-
es Reform and Development Act of 2014 
(WRRDA 2014) and the Water Resources 
Development Act of 2016 (WRDA 2016).

The lawmakers told Trump that mari-
time commerce has been paying enough 
to meet the operations and maintenance 
needs of all federally-maintained har-
bors for decades “but the federal govern-
ment has been withholding one-third to 
one-half of these payments. We urge you 
to dedicate harbor maintenance tax rev-
enue for its intended purpose by includ-
ing in your annual budget requests fund-
ing amounts for harbor maintenance that 

meet the WRRDA 2014 annual targets...” 
and estimates having to do with naviga-
tion channels and appropriations from 
the Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund.

Sea Year To Resume

The United States Merchant Ma-
rine Academy announced February 15 
that Sea Year training for midshipmen 
will resume on three commercial carri-
ers beginning in March. The academy 
said reinstatement of the program fol-
lows the implementation of comprehen-
sive new policies, including “a zero toler-
ance policy for sexual assault and sexual 
harassment to ensure that the academy’s 
standards for behavior, leadership and in-
tegrity are upheld.”

Midshipmen training on commercial 
vessels was suspended last June, while the 
Maritime Administration, industry and 
labor worked to establish requirements 
for companies providing Sea Year train-
ing. Joel Szabat, MarAd’s executive direc-
tor, said the requirements include vet-
ted mentors, regular crew training, zero 
tolerance for sexual assault/sexual ha-
rassment, and no fraternization between 
crew and midshipmen.

The three companies selected to re-
sume training next month are the Crow-
ley Maritime Corporation, Maersk Line 
Limited, and American Presidents Line. 
Applications from other companies are 
being reviewed to determine if they meet 
the Sea Year training requirements.


